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25X1 1. Qn[:::::::::::]1953 all house and "block leadera” in Coerlite were

required to attend a meeting at which several Vopo officers explained

the procedures regarding issuance of & new Eust Cerman identity docu-
ment. COnly 30 attended; most of the "block leaders” dld not saow up.

The Vopo explained that the new identity document would be emaller,
leather-bound, and printed with special photographs end such very

special paper that the West would not easily be able to duplicate ;r,
Each person would be required to report to cne of several sreclally
designated official photographers for pictures,und each would reseive two
vietures, one to go into the document, the other to remain on file with
the police. They were advised that under no circumstanczs would any doc-
ument be replaced, irrespective of the manner in which it was lost. One
of the block leaders had asked what would happen in the event someone’s
identity document should accidentally be stolem or lost in any other way
and whether such perscn would then bucome a second-clase citizeén becaues
he would not be able to obtein g new one. The question cause? considerable
laughter or the part of all attending and obvious embarressment $o the
Voros, who explained: their instructions were that under nc circumstances
wae asnyone to receive u second identity card.

2. Fothing was said abcut limitations of travel as a reault of the oroposad
pew documentation. ZIxcept for changes above noted, the only additional
change is that children now reaching the age of 14 (formerly age 15)
wvillbe required to obiain an identity document,

3. N6 one had as yet obtained a new identity document dbut applications for
them were in process and, as of[:::;:::;:::] it vas estimated that 25X1
approximately 20 percent of the ap-lications in the CGoerlitz area Lad been
completed. Applications are apparently being taken by atreets alphabetically
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